Ancillary tests of the cardiovascular and lymphatic system.
Clinical signs of cardiovascular or lymphatic disease may not be specific. Even such signs as edema, cardiac murmur, or cyanosis require further investigation to make a final diagnosis, determine prognosis, or assess treatment response. This article describes indications, description, and interpretation of the electrocardiogram, echocardiogram, phonocardiogram, arterial blood gases, pericardiocentesis, cardiac catheterization, lymph node aspirate or biopsy, indirect blood pressure determination, and other tests associated with the investigation of cardiovascular or lymphatic disease of food animals.